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HARLES €. 1RWIN, Jr., M.D., F . . _
goni&f,ﬁ(?scg“c’o.if;:n‘g“ D.F5M " The Society for Adolescent Medicine is pleased to endorse goals of the Smoke Free Movies
project. As you know, tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death in the United States,

causing more than 440,000 deaths each year and resulting in more than $75 billion in direct

fAt-large Board of Director Members
MARIAM R. CHACKO, M.D.

Houston, Texas medical costs annually. More than three million young people (under age 18) smoke half a
ABIGAIL ENGLISH. J.D. billion cigarettes each year and more than one-half of these adolescents consider themselves to be
Chapel Hills, North Carolina . . . . . . .
ALAIN JOFFE. MD.. MPH dependent on cigarettes. The decision to begin smoking is nearly always made during
Baltimore, Marylond adolescence - approximately 80 percent of current adult smokers began smoking before age 18.

DAVID-W. KAPLAN, M.D., MPH, FSAM

Denver, Colorado . . . o e . . . .
CHARLES J; LLIBBELSMAN, M.D.. FSHN\WC agree with the American Medical Association that the use of smoking in movies is often

San Francisco, California gratuitous, serving only to glamorize and inappropriately reinforce smoking as a desirable
GREGORY D. ZIMET, Ph.D behavior. Rather than promoting smoking, the American motion picture industry can and should
Indianopolss. Indiene play a critical role in efforts to prevent smoking among all adolescents domestically and abroad.

Past Presidents’ Council RepresentativBpecifically, the Society for Adolescent Medicine supports your four policy recommendations:
GAIL B. SLAP, M.D., M.S., FSAM
Cincinnati, Ohio . . . .

e Certify no payoffs. Movie producers should post a certificate in the credits at the end of

Reglonal ; ; ; . . )
eglonal Chapter Representative movies declaring that no one on the production received anything of value in exchange for

ANTHONY ACQUAVELLA, M.D., FSAM

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania using or displaying tobacco products.
Director of Programs e Stop identifyjng tobacco b.rands. Tobacco brands should not bc? identified in movies, nor
BARBARA K. SNYDER, M.D. should brand images appear in action or background scenes (i.e., billboards).
New Brunsuwick, New Jersey. e Rate smoking movies “R.” The Rating Board should issue an “R” rating to any film that
Director of Publications . shows smoking or that uses tobacco advertisement and brand images. Such films could be
DEBRA K. KATZMAN, M.D., FSAM rated less severely, however, if by a special vote the Rating Board feels that the presentation
Toronto, Ontario, Conada :

of tobacco use clearly and unambiguously reflects the dangers and consequences of tobacco
€ditor, Journal of Adolescent Health use.
'SQE,,;,LJ,TT&;Y?;E;&?’*M e Require strong anti-smoking ads. Studios and theaters should run anti-smoking advertising

(not produced by tobacco companies) before any film with any tobacco presence, regardless
of the film’s rating.

We wish your project every success.
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