


ONTARIO COALITION FOR SMOKE-FREE MOVIES
September 1, 2010
Dear colleague,
Re: Act now to reduce the impact of smoking in movies on youth in Ontario

As you are aware, tobacco use is the number one cause of preventable disease and death in Ontario. The
2008 review of tobacco and media by the US National Cancer Institute (Monograph 19) reached an
unequivocal conclusion regarding the impact of smoking in movies on youth tobacco use: “The total
weight of evidence from cross-sectional, longitudinal and experimental studies indicates a causal
relationship between exposure to smoking in movies and youth smoking initiation.”

Researchers estimate that 44% of youth smoking can be attributed to exposure to on-screen smoking.
The influence of movie smoking on young people should not be surprising, given the pervasive
influence of Hollywood on popular culture and the fact that most other vehicles of tobacco promotion
have been banned in Canada.

The tobacco industry’s collaboration with Hollywood, including paid product placement, is well
documented. The tobacco industry’s own files reveal the importance of movies to tobacco promotion:
“Film is better than any commercial that has been run on television or in any magazine, because the
audience is totally unaware of any sponsor involvement.”

The World Health Organization recommends four solutions to reduce tobacco depictions in movies.
The recent report Tobacco Vector, commissioned by Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada, examines
the importance of applying these policy solutions in Canada, as well as the role of public funding and
film subsidies for youth-rated films with tobacco depictions.

Smoking in movies undermines our collective tobacco control efforts. We encourage you to support the
policy actions needed to reduce the impact of smoking in movies on youth initiation and subsequent
long-term addiction to tobacco industry products. Please submit a letter of endorsement to the Ontario
Coalition for Smoke-Free Movies to John Atkinson at jatkinson{@on.lung.ca. Endorsements are being
compiled online by the Ontario Lung Association’s Youth Advocacy Training Institute at
www.smokefreemovies.ca.

A sample statement of endorsement is enclosed for your consideration and signature along with a
summary of the evidence with references in the fact sheet Smoking in the Movies.

Sincerely,
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Lorraine Fry Andrea Kita
Ifrv(@nsra-adnf.ca andrea.kita@hamilton.ca

Co-chairs, Ontario Coalition for Smoke-Free Movies

Ontario Coalition for Smoke-Free Movies includes the Canadian Cancer Saciely, Ontario Division; Heart and Stroke Foundalion of
Ontario; Non-Smokers’ Rights Association/Smoking and Health Action Foundation; Ontario Lung Association; Ottawa Public Health
exposé; Physicians for a Smoke -Free Canada; Program Training and Consuitation Centre Media Network; Smoke-Free Onlario
Tobacco Contro! Area Networks




